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Thank you very much Mr  James Skidmore  for welcoming 

us here this afternoon at this University of Toronto Isabel 

Bader Theater Hall. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Dear colleagues, friends, distinguished guests 

 

Good afternoon and thank you for coming.  

Bienvenue à toutes et à tous et merci d’être venus si 

nombreux. 

 

I am very pleased and honoured to open the  fourth  edition 

of the  “Eh !U Meet the Europeans  - European Film 

Festival” ; this privilege has been given to France since 

France currently holds the presidency of the European Union. 

 

Canada in general and Toronto in particular have grown and 

thrived thanks to European immigration. The mandate of this 

European Film Festival is not only to present Canadian 

premieres and award-winning films, but also to create an 

open dialogue between Canada and Europe, and their 

respective film industries, by promoting artistic excellence.. 

And Is there a better place for such an event than Toronto - 

one of the few capitals in the whole World for cinema ? 

 

 



The festival, which we are opening today,  relies on the 

strong belief, shared by all Europeans, that culture is the key 

to experience a genuine understanding of one another.  

Over the next two weeks, twenty-seven recent European 

Films will be shown. This is a significant number, which 

attests the high-energy, contemporary and diverse European 

film industry. Let me remind you that the European Union 

produces more than 700 films every year. 

And Today, you will find this diversity at the heart of the 

opening film, Entre les Murs. 

 

I want to thank the Europeans embassies, my colleagues, 

European Consuls and also  Directors of European cultural 

centers, for their efforts to enhance the success of this 

festival. Their dedication has helped us to collect additional 

donations and sponsorships from many different sources and 

their commitment helped to build a large team of volunteers. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks for all the contribution that 

have been made by corporate sponsors, private donors, staff 

and volunteers. 

 

Also, thank you to the team at the Consulate of France, 

especially to Pervenche Beurier , our audiovisual officer, for 

her outstanding work.  

 

Au nom de tous les Etats membres de l’Union Européenne, et 

au nom de la France, merci à tous et très bonne projection ! 

 

On behalf of all European Union Member States, and on behalf of 

the Embassy of France, thank you and enjoy the film, enjoy the 

films and enjoy the festival !   


